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PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE NEW YORK SECTION 


The Executive Secretary desires to ad- 
vise readers of the JOURNAL that Mem- 
bership in the A. S. P. R. only does not 
entitle any one to take part in the activities 
of the Section. In order to do so, they 
must become members of the Section also. 


This they can do on payment of a further 


subscription of Ten Dollars ($10) per 
annum. They will then be qualified to at- 
tend Sectional Lectures and Development 


Classes, and to arrange for sittings with 
mediums employed by the Section or 
under its auspices at Hyslop House. 

Alternatively, persons wishing to join 
through the Section can do so by paying 
a total subscription of Fifteen Dollars 
annually of which a part amounting to 
Five Dollars is paid over to the A. S. P. R. 
and secures its privileges of the monthly 
JOURNAL. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


In a communication dated Jan. 18th 
1932, a correspondent, Mr. Theodore B. 
Dufur, discusses the source ‘of a certain 
well-defined ascetic trait in orthodox re- 
ligious experience’ which leads to a meek 
resignation, a docile acceptance of tradi- 
tion, extreme sensitiveness of conscience, 
the receiving of Divine guidance in the 
sense of particular direction from God, 
demanding irrevocable committal and ab- 
solute obedience. This type of asceticism, 


as he points out, furnishes no scientific. 


procedure or method of communication 
with its spiritual source. The psychic 
forces and dogmatic teachings employed 
tend to reach the will through the con- 
science rather than through the reason. 
The subject has a certain interest, and 
we feel it worth while to quote from his 
letter: 

“John Wesley considered Mysticism. . . . 
such a dangerous enemy of Christianity 
that all other enemies are child’s play in 
comparison. I have made a careful study 
of revival phenomena over the past seven 
years and can vouch for the truth of this 
statement. Side by side I find emotional 
and mystical experiences of extreme 
beauty and other tendencies as destructive 
of all freedom of thought and scientific 
progress as the true experiences are valu- 


able. 


“Harry Elmex Barnes has said that the 
orthodox religious complex—that psychic 
structure built up around the teachings of | 
Paul is the most dangerous force in the 
world today. It is the chief source of 
cultural lag, and cultural lag was never 
so dangerous as today. Yet this complex 
is backed up by psychic and spiritual 
forces of great power, forming a veri- 
table vortex for some of our choicest 
young minds. I knew a young man who 
had these heavenly experiences and 
would pray till his face was transfigured: 
yet he became morbid and would spend 
his nights on his knees, would not eat 
dinner till three o'clock in the afternoon; 
said that God took all strength from his 
legs, so that he could not move to his 
dinner-table, etc.—till at last he imbibed 
atheistic ideas, from which time onward 
he was an excellent student. All his 
troubles had vanished away like magic 
. .. . Spiritual believers today are gener- 
ally on a low level of culture, taking as 
their motto Paul’s text in Corinthians 
1.1-3., that “not many wise hath God 
chosen’. 

They are led to the most diverse be- 
liefs by their ‘heavenly guide’. The whole 
difficulty lies in their acceptance of super- 
natural guidance of some kind before they 
have obtained aknowledge of psychic laws. 
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According to orthodoxy, God’s plan ‘in 
this dispensation’ is not to heighten ail 
this life’s values, but to give mankind 
rival values which, except to embrace 
them, he will perish everlastingly. The 
concept of the essential nature of evil in 
the world and the transitory character of 
all created good causes, in many in- 
stances, one of the most reactionary and 
anti-social of all possible life-patterns. 
Yet the spirit of Christianity is gocd. 
If only it were used as a means of hasten- 
ing world-progress rather than of taking 
men out of the world, it would be far more 
influential for good than it is. Its great 
weakness, as I see it, is that it ameliorates 
evils rather than striking at the cause cf 
the evils: i.e. it teaches that we should 
visit the sick but does not think of find- 
ing and removine the cavses of s‘ckness: 
This is left to scientists. Yet its teachers 
claim a supernatural power: they believe 
that God’s work ‘in this dispensation’ is 
not so much to increase human happt- 
ness here on earth as to lead men through 
suffering and perplexity in order to teach 
them their need of Him. 

“According to this philosophy, better 
social conditions are not even desirable, 
as they would make men independent of 
Christ. 1 have read scores of devotionai 
books and tracts and always I find this 
background of evil. It is considered 
necessary in order to make us dependent 
on Christ. Of course, liberal and modern- 
ist sects teach differently—that the ‘will 
of God’ is to bless mankind by improv- 
in or racher helping them improve social 
conditions. The Fundamentalists believe in 
immediate, the modernists in mediate 
blessings from Christ. Obviously, there 
could hardly be two more antagonistic 
philosophies than these—one teaching 
tat we are to progress by learning meek 


STERILE SPIRITUALITY 


resignation in suffering; the other that 
we are to progress by the scientific pre- 
vention of suffering.” 


The writer gives a vivid account of a 
recent religious revival in Los Angeles ia 
which he participated as a witness of im- 
pressive supernormal experiences*. In con- 
cluding his letter he voices what he feels 
to be the extreme importance of a study 
of religious movements on the psychical 
side, giving a list of 28 special categories 
for the observation of students in a scien- 
tific manner. “I am sure” he says “that 
a statistical and scientific study of mod- 
ern and historic revival phenomena and 
individual Christian experience will be of 
the greatest interest and profit to the 
race. 


Mr. Dufur by no means seeks to dis- 
count the importance of these recurrent 
outbreaks of emotional spiritualism in the 
history of religion as a means of stimulat- 
ing the growth of new spiritual values. 
But he clearly has in mind that unless 
the forces they draw into human society 
are rightly directed and practically ap- 
plied, there is always mischief and te- 
action of an evil nature. A spiritual im- 
pulse once given must be used not for its 
own ends, i.e. the enjoyment of ecstatic 
conditions, but for the immediate control 
of material forces and conditions. In 
fact, it must there and then be set to 
work in the most practical manner fcr 
the improvement of human conditions in- 
dividual or collective, and in every phase 
of human activity. Otherwise it not 
only becomes sterile, but actually pro- 
motes counter-activity of a retrograde and 
destructive nature. The mystic, the quiet- 
ist, and the ecstatic visionary may be 
likened to the yachtsman who yielding 


* ef: William James’s ‘Varieties of Religious Ex- 
perience’ in which several instances of these pheno- 
mena may be found. Ed. 
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to the fascination of the motion of his 
boat before a fair wind, falls into a day- 
dream forgetting his control of rudder 
and sails, and is soon overtaken by 4 
squall and capsized. Too late he realizes 
that the forces he should have controlled 
are now his masters, and they are blind. 
Ic was even so with the ascetics of the 
olden time. They turned from the prac- 
ticalities of life, shunning its forces as 
evil. They were fearful of engaging 
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with the realities of the physical world. 
And either they went out of life, hav- 
ing contributed nothing to the welfare 
of the community, and often starved and 
atrophied of all those powers of body 
and mind which should have been har- 
nessed to useful service, or else, having 
no knowledge and experience of the 
strength of these forces, were suddenly 
overpowered and suffered a fall great in 
proportion to their former airy ascent. 


* Ke 


OUR LATE HON. PRESIDENT: OBITUARY NOTE 


Mr. John I. D. Bristol became a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the 
American Society for Psychical Research 
in 1922, and in 1926 he became Presi- 
dent, and served the Society until his 
dent. Mr. Bristol was born in 1845. In his 


youth he was interested in science and 
invention, became a skillful amateur 
mechanic, and almost throughout his life 
had a machine shop in his home. In 
his early years he lectured and acquired 
the art of effective presentation of any 
subject in which he was interested. In 
1868 he devoted himself to life in- 
surance and came to New York in 1883 
as General Agent of the Northwestern 
Mutual. 

There were abuses in the conduct of 
life insurance in those days and Mr. 
Bristol devoted himself diligently and 
effectively to the establishment of higher 
standards. He was far in advance in his 
practice of what the law required and 
his influence was effective in bringing 
about changes in the law which cul- 
minated in 1906. He regarded life in- 
surance as a high calling and exacted 
from his agents conformity not only with 
the law but with the highest standards 
of ethical conduct. Those who knew 


him well will remember how in all the 
relations of life he constantly held be- 
fore himself what he called the higher 
things of life. He wished his own con- 
duct and that of those under his direc- 
tion to square not only with what the 
law might prescribe but with what the 
finest conceptions of ethics might de- 
mand. In my long acquaintance with Mr. 
Bristol for forty years and over, he gave 
me no evidence that what is commonly 
called revealed religion meant very much 
to him, but he was tolerant and con- 
siderate of the opinions and feelings of 
others and his brilliant and inquiring 
mind led him to desire to search boldly 
into those mental phenomena which ap- 
peared to be supernormal. His attitude 
was that of a truly scientific mind which 
accepts nothing until it has been demon- 
strated by convincing proof, but cn the 
other hand he was willing to accept if 
proved, facts, which seemed to demon- 
strate powers of mind or spirit beyond 
what can be accounted for by the ordin- 
atily accepted laws of matter. 


Mr. Bristol certainly had a long, use- 
ful, active life, always seeking what he 
called the higher things. 


LAWSON Purpy. 


PARAPSYCHICAL SEPARATIONS AND 
INFRA-RED WAVES 


JOsEPH SELL, OSTERHOFEN (Lower Bavaria). 
Translation by Louis Weinberg 
From Journal for Parapsychology. (Zeitschrift fuer Parapsychologie) 
October 1931, No. 10. p. 464. 

Experimental observations made by Dr. E. Osty, Paris (translated by Dr. 
Gerda Walter, Munich, in vol. 3 1931 of the Journal for Parapsychology) 
that by the application of certain devices, parapsychical separations of 
Medium Rudi Schneider, present in the room in weak form, and consequently 
not manifest to us, could be proved, when they were contained within an 
infra-red wave area, seems of special interest to us, because an influence on 
parapsychic radiation was least to be expected from this particular kind of 
ray. 

We know from experience that white light, which according to spectrai 
analysis consists of a sequence of partial rays of varying wave lengths, has 
not only a very unfavorable influence on the psycho-physical phenomena 
emanating from the Medium, but has the power, also, of inflicting upon the 
medium, personally, when in an hypnotic state, painful sensations, and on 
occasions such as a sudden startling impression, actually bodily injury. 

In red light a noticeable disturbance does not occur, so that such is 
used for the demonstration of the phenomena. When from a purely physical 
point of view, we observe the complete scale of those ether waves, which we 
designate as light rays, whether or not they are visually reactive, (that is, 
visible or not), the result obtained is as follows: namely that the series is 
divided into three parts, and generally solar rays are, of course, used for the 
experiment. 

(1) A central visible series almost comprising an octave, of a wave 

length 0.76 Microns from the red to 0.39 Microns to the violet. 
(1 Micron—1/1000 Millimeter). This series occurs in the familiar 
seven colors of the rainbow. 

(2) An invisible series ascending beyond the visible violet comprising 
less than half an octave of wave length 0.39 to 0.2 Microns. These 
are ultra-violet rays. 

(3) An invisible series of infra-red rays extending from 0.76 to 2.8 
Microns, almost two octaves in length, and in immediate proximity 
to the visible red. 

The ultra-violet, as well as the infra-red series of solar rays, is however 

a limited one. Moreover, as a matter of fact, ultra-violet rays can be pro- 
duced artificially to a length of more than two octaves (0.39 to 0.095 Mic- 
rons), and infra-red rays, similarly, to a circumference of seven octaves (0.76 
to 97.3 Microns). Which infra-red wave length is involved in the aforesaid 
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PARAPSYCHICAL SEPARATIONS 


experiment, is not in any way indicated. 

An analysis of the complete sequence of the spectral series of sunlight 
(or a similar source of light), relative to its physical effects, yields the con- 
clusion that waves extending out and beyond the violet section show 
chemical, i. e. electrical, tendency recognized by the effect on photographic 
plates; and that, on the contrary, those on the red or infra-red side reveal 
heat-tendency. This can be recognized, for example, and, in fact, estimated 
by means of Thermomultipliers or Bolometers. 

An exact demarcation of the two different spheres of activity visible 
within the spectrum is not available. Both overlap and infringe on each 
other. As an approximate line of division the zone yellow-to-blue may be 
accepted. The union of the two activities, i.e. the simultaneous appearance 
of heat as well as chemical reaction at one and the same wave length, pro- 
ceeds from the fact, that the maximum of heat intensity ia the spectrum does 
not remain at all times or under all circumstances on the infra-red side, but 
is transferred with the rising temperature of the light-radiating object to the 
violet side. Therefore the heat maximum of sunlight (Temperature of the 
solar surface—5600 degrees Centigrade) at a wave length of 0.5 Microns is 
located in the visible Green, which at the very same time manifests a 
chemical reaction. The heat intensity is lessened with the increase of the 
infra-red wave lengths. 

If now an application is made of the aforegoing result, namely that 
white light as a whole exerts a strong and disturbing influence on para- 
psychical phenomena, and that an homogeneous red light ray, constituting 
only one part of white light, has a slight effect in comparison, the con- 
clusion is reached that it can be only the active chemically-electrical part of 
the white light that produces a disruptive reaction on the parapsychical 
activity of the Medium. 

This conclusion, however, does not imply that a reaction of the infra- 
red waves on the weak and hardly noticeable psycho-physical emanations 
issuing from the medium into the room, was, of necessity, to be attributed to 
the fact that infra-red radiation has the power of shaping phenomena of it- 
self. We could much more readily assume that the disturbing influence of 
infra-red radiations on account of their greater wave length is much smaller 
than that of the visible red light, and that the product of emanation, be it 
energy or matter, lacking effect because of its paucity, escapes, so to speak, 
from the red sphere into the protection of the infra-red, (under the 
psychical influence of the Trance-Medium) and there succeeds in becoming 
active because of greater condensation. 

We notice, of course, in addition, that when a dark cabinet is employed, 
i.e. when white light is entirely excluded, phenomena are formed in the 
latter, and only then pass into the red light sphere of the open room. We 
can always determine medial effects from the shape and movements of the 
cabinet curtain, and if sensitive enough, effects on the inside, before these are 
in any way perceptible in the red light. 


PARAPSYCHICAL SEPARATIONS 


The infra-red waves might be accepted, therefore, on the basis of the 
observed phenomena as a means of announcing and proving slight para- 
psychical emanations which otherwise in ordinary circumstances are not 
visible. We disregard for the present the manner of operation. 


Even so, certain strong effects are revealed in usual red light, for 
example, in some such way as through light effects, peculiar sounds, the 
sounding of a piano with closed cover, Telekinesis, Materialization etc. 

Just how the infra-red waves react on such completed forms of psychic 
manifestations we are not able to say, since at this time there is no oppor- 
tunity for undertaking experiments in this direction. 

On frequent occasions I, personally, have attended séances with the 
Medium Schneider (Braunau), as well as a series of such with the excellent | 
Medium O. Sch. Landeshut, all severely controlled (in the last under electrical 
light contact control). And I have experienced when present all the afore- 
mentioned kinds of phenomena, and others too in simple as well as com- 
plete forms. (1) 

My general impression is this: that certainly for a good materialization 
a great expenditure of energy on the part of the Medium is requisite, but 
that even when Telekinesis is applied, the movement of a particular object 
is accomplished by a teleplasmic substance in the very act of formation moved 
under spirit control. Even if the latter still remains invisible for the most part 
at these séances, there is, nevertheless, already quite frequently evident in 
daintly moved fans or other objects a distinct but weak rudiment of the 
structures of human limbs. (fingers). 

At this point I would like to recall a splendidly passed evening at a 
séance with Medium O. Sch., which I experienced in the company of Dr. 
von Schrenck-Notzing and other participants. As usual a chain was con- 
structed whose closing link was formed by the strictly controlled Medium. 
The separation from its controller would have been indicated by the light 
effects. My position was a distance of about two meters away from that of 
the medium. The latter fell quickly into a trance, and the usual segregation 
of personality soon appeared, the control-spirit “Cyprian” presenting himself 
as in most cases. Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing asked him the question, whether 
it would be possible to place the expected phenomena at the disposal of a 
professional scientist present for closer observation. The question was an- 
swered affirmatively. 

After the first indications of psycho-physical effects had set in, recorded 
by the movement of the light bands fastened to the curtain of the cabinet, 
and beautiful telekinetic phenomena had been introduced, a materialized 
hand appeared, apparently coming out of the cabinet, and bore directly 


(1) Editor’s Note. Apparently the reference is to the same Medium with whom Baron von 
Schrenck-Notzing has for a long time worked in Munich and Landesnut, but whom he renounc- 
ed in every one of his publications because he believed that he had detected evidence of fraudu- 
lent assistance. The report of Bernouillis on Teleplasmic Investigation in the July Number of 
this year refers probably to the same one. In view of the information presented by Dr. Schwab 
in the August Number and Prof. Blacher in the Sept. one on the perennial question of Medium 
deception, further attempts at rehabilitations will be received with the greatest interest. 


Dr. med. PAUL SUNNER. 
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AND INFRA-RED WAVES 


down upon me. It remained stationary right in front of me, so that I could 
examine it closely in the red light. The fingers, from which in the first place, 
notably, the small finger was missing, were in continuous motion, so that the 
form had a reptile-like appearance. The missing finger grew out suddenly, 
in conjunction therewith a sixth, the latter of which again withdrew and dis- 
appeared. Of outstanding importance was the peculiar odour coming from 
the hand, strikingly like that of the acids of the lowest hydro-carbonates 
(for example formic or acetic acid). The hand stroked the back of mine 
with its palm, whereupon a splashing noise, such as is caused by beating on 
a wet surface, arose. I actually noticed when I took the materialized otherwise 
normal hand into mine, that it was dripping wet. When I touched the hand 
with my tongue, I found that the liquid did not have the slightest salty 
taste, like perspiration, but was very much more sour, corresponding as it 
were to the odour. Unfortunately I had not the opportunity of bathing the 
hand in distilled water, and of undertaking an analysis of the liquid, for one 
of the other participants propoSed another experiment. Playing cards were 
distributed, and a game for three was arranged, wherein the hand took part 
with astonishing and prompt dexterity. The psychic participation of the 
Medium control-spirit was shown by the fact that the tendered cards were 
named correctly several times by him, although these could be recognized 
only in the very immediate vicinity because of the weak red light. 

The experiment seemed to me especially interesting for the reason that 
even normally the segregations necessary for materialization from the body 
of the Medium must return again a complete entirety. This was clearly ob- 
vious in the first stage of the development of the same Medium, when 
raw, felatively amorphous, teleplasmic matter issued from the mouth, and 
retreated again, save that nothing could be parted nor withheld from it. In 
the above instance the case had to do, probably, with normal, i.e. useless 
excretions with which the body could dispense (similar to perspiration), 
which had departed with parapsychical segregation. 

On another evening devoted to experiments I experienced a levitation 
phenomenon of the same Medium. The latter ascended almost to the ceiling, 
transferring himself into a horizontal position, so that the two hand-con- 
trollers, one of them myself, had to use chairs to be able to follow the 
Medium. One had the feeling of being pulled along. 

CONCLUSION 

The person who has ever attended a parapsychical séance where valuable 
results were obtained, will be impressed by the peculiar effects, and exceed- 
ingly so, when he is present not merely out of a desire for sensation, 
but there to weigh his observations in a professional and scientific manner, 
comparing them with the usually purely physical occurrences in nature. If it 
is at once difficult to penetrate into the inner character (The Thing in 
Itself) of the known physical phenomena of the material world, how much 
more impossible does it seem to us to comprehend the innermost character 
of parapsychic events and phenomena. For instance, apart from their 
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SIR WILLIAM CROOKES’S RESEARCHES 


mathematical implications, we do not know yet just what electricity 1s, in 
the matter of its unity as electron, or further as to its gravitation. 
The question with which we are here concerned, relative to motion and 
other occurrences, which are not subject to mathematical laws, is not a purely 
physical affair, but an inseparable amalgamation or fusion of physical-psychic 
phenomena, so that these, although spacially released from the organic 
Medium, excite the impression of being independent living objects. In reality 
the living force is the actively sufficing Psyche of the Medium passing 
transitorily over the body of the Medium. The case of the material (ma- 
terialization) has a similar relation to purely energetic, psycho-physical 
segregations. 


SIR WILLIAM CROOKES 
AND HIS RESEARCHES INTO SPIRITUALISM 


Miss Helen A. Dallas in a recent letter to ‘Light’ recalls the declaration 
made by Sir William Crookes F. R. S. on the subject of Psychical Research in 
his Presidential Address to the British Association at Bristol in 1898. She 
considers that it disposes of the very belated accusation made in a letter by 
Mr. Howell Smith to the effect that his researches were invalidated from 
the scientific point of view by his sentimental leanings towards his young 
medium Florence Cook. The passage in his Address is as follows. Your 
Editor well remembers it, as he was present at the meeting and recalls the 
impression it made upon an audience unfamiliar with the topic. 

“No incident in my scientific career is more widely known than the 
part I took many years ago in certain psychic researches. Thirty years 
have passed since I published an account of experiments tending to show 
that outside our scientific knowledge there exists a Force exercised by 
intelligence differing from the ordinary intelligence common to mortals. 
This fact in my life is, of course, well understood by those who honoured 
me with in invitation to become your President. Perhaps among my 
audience some may feel curious as to whether I shall speak or be silent. 
I elect to speak, although briefly. ‘ 

“T have nothing to retract. I adhere to my already published state- 
ments. Indeed, I might add must thereto. I regret only a certain crudity 
in those early expositions which, no doubt justly, militated against their 
acceptance by the scientific world.” 

“No one” says Miss Dallas ‘‘can suggest that this considered expression 
of belief was influenced by sentimental feelings.” 


— 
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PROF. MEYERSON, 


AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


By Dr. EMILIO SERVADIO 


“FALSE SCIENCES” 


(Rome) 


Fea Emile Meyerson takes his 
place in the ranks of the world’s great- 
est savants; and we need not repeat that 
his contributions to methodology in sci- 
ence are among the most conspicuous 
works of the last twenty years. Works 
such as De I’Explication dans les Sciences 
or Du Cheminement de la Pensée (the 
latter published in 1931) constitute real 
milestones in epistemology, and should 
suffice in themselves to earn the Author 
every scientist's highest praise. 

We make this introduction so that the 
spirit of the criticisms which we have 
to direct against the illustrious Polish 
philosopher should be fully understood. 
Such problems, be it understood, are re- 
lative to certain branches of science which 
he calls “false”, such as astrology, al- 
chemy, graphology, rhabdomancy and, 
latterly to modern Psychical Research. 
His opinion of the first four has been ex- 
pressed, in an article in the Nuvelles 
Littéraires (10/5/1930): and on meta- 
psychics in his work Du Cheminement de 
la Pensée already referred to, and in a 
page of another number of the same 
Nouvelles Littéraires (6/11/1931). It 
may be of interest to go into the argu- 
ments which he extends. 

OK 


We are dealing, according to his own 
words, with false and fictitious sciences, 
opposed to “true” science, which there- 
fore would be obliged to “treat all re- 
lative affirmations as invalid and non- 
It is curious to note that he 


existent.” 
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arrives at this assumption not so much 
from a particular examination of attempts 
in question, as from his own rules of 
methodology of science; and demonstrates 
once again, by his own example, how, 
through lack of investigation, one can 
draw the most erroneous conclusions from 
even better formed theories. He says: 


“Affirmation of a_ scientific fact 
should have for foundation, necessarily, 
an estimate of probabilities, and this, 
in its turn, must be supported by statis- 
tics.” 

Admitted then, that the statistics have 
been taken, and the estimate of probabil- 
ities calculated, everything turns on the 
valuation of the data which we obtain 
from one and the other. Now, Professor 
Meyerson acknowledges rightly, with 
Lavoisier, that it is precisely in this valua- 
tion that the difficulty. lies, particularly 
when dealing with biological rules, and 
he informs us that in well executed 
scientific works, statistical data are made 
to appear favorable, without exception, to 
maintained formula; that “even when 
carried out by the cleverest of exponents, 
experiments sometimes do not succeed; 
and they generally offer every kind of 
explanation for these failures; whilst just 
as frequently, they do not count thereon 
in uttering the results’. He adds that 
when conditions are simple enough, no 
consequences follow. But sometimes they 
do, as in the actual case of chemists who 
study intricate composites and who often 
do not succeed in verifying the existence 
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of bodies described by their predecessors. 

Remaining still on a methodological 
basis, and retaining our purpose to in- 
vestigate further his observations in- 
tegrally, we shall note that, rebus sic 
stantibus, there is no reason why Pro- 
fessor Meyerson should not extend to 
science in general the pessimistic 
conclusions which he draws from astro- 
logy, graphology, etc. He says, in fact, 
that the invalidity of ‘false sciences’’ is 
due precisely to the element of pseudo- 
valuation which enters into statistics and 
estimates of probabilities. But, immediate- 
ly afterwards, he points out, unwitting- 
ly offering us a weapon, that the same 
element makes its way into “true’’ science, 
such as chemistry. What criterion, then, 
can permit us to say that the chemists 
of to-day are right and that those of yes- 
terday are wrong? And by what tests 
can we be authorised to say that the 
statistics, of, shall we say, Choisnard or 
Krafft, in astrology, have less foundation 
than those which control other branches 
of science? It is better then to resort 
to a certain idealism, assigning to science 
the power of creation and not of dis- 
covery, and this would rebound once more 
on Professor Meyerson, who, in his prin- 
cipal work “ De I’Explication dans les 
Sciences” attempts to overcome the ideal- 
istic criticism of science. 

Thus, so far, in general thesis. Yet 
another distinction of Professor Meyer- 


It is now of some interest to see what 
objections Professor Meyerson makes col- 
lectively to each science, definitely de- 
scribed by him as “false”. It is not our 
intention to examine the case of modern 
alchemy, so-called in which certain widely 
published “official” experiments, as those 
of Rutherford (or certain other cases giv- 


* 


son’s to which we have not alluded, al- 
lows us more scope for objection. Oppos- 
ing one “true’”’ science to “false sciences’’ 
he apparently does not consider that there 
exist branches of science (which same he 
certainly will not declare to be “false’’) 
which proceed according to methods es- 
sentially different from those of so-called 
“fundamental sciences”, and so through 
their own form can be reduced, at least 
theoretically; i.e. ‘‘derivative sciences’. 
Meteorology, to give just one example, is 
limited to authentication for founding its 
own laws, and only for this reason is it 
conceded a proper scientific dignity. For 
such sciences one could not speak, in 
general terms as he does, of a demon- 
strable tie or “fibre” which links a pheno- 
menon to its attendant conditions. One 
could say the same, so we believe, of a 
“graphological science’’ or an “astrolog- 
ical science’ etc., stripped of course of 
all mysticism; susceptible to ulterior in- 
vestigation, but not founded on air. Even 
so is the case of the writings of Chois- 
nard, Krafft or Crépieux-Jamin which are 
based on statistics and estimates of pro- 
babilities. Set thus, it is clear that one 
cannot discourse on the legitimacy of such 
“sciences” without being well versed in 
the subject, and being in a position to 
point out any errors which may have been 
made. A priori, we have seen that it is 
impossible to demonstrate that a science 
based on statistics is “false”. 


* * 


en wide publicity as, very recently, that 
of Engineer Dunikovsky) would appear 
to confirm the postulates relating to 
fundamental unity of matter and there- 
fore to the possible transmutation of the 
elements. We shall say that an isolated 
few, such as Jollivet-Castelot, have pro- 
claimed for years past that they have suc- 
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ceeded in these transmutations, and that 
scientific academies have systematically re- 
fused to verify their experiments, declar- 
ing them invalid before even knowing 
their nature to save when compelled to 
modify their opinions as soon as some 
university professor declares that he has 
obtained analogous results. It is strange, 
in this connection, to note that credit de- 
rived from an academical position can, 
on the other hand, hoodwink the entire 
scientific world, as happened in the case 
of the famous N-rays of Professors Blond- 
lot and Charpentier. We shall not in- 
sist, as we are not familiar enough with 
the theories of these neo-alchemists, and 
we should not feel inclined therefore to 
weigh the pros and cons of this debat- 
able point. We shall discuss then the 
other three “false sciences’, i.e. astrology, 
graphology and rhabdomancy, insomuch 
as concerns our illustrious antagonist’s 
criticisms. 

Professor Meyerson has little to say on 
astrology, limiting himself to state that 
“belief in a direct action of the stars 


governing political events and humans in 
general is by no means dead’, and 
that among his partisans “there are men 
who from other points of view should 
be considered cultured spirits”. Evident- 
ly Professor Meyerson does not consider, 
or does not wish to consider that between 
classical astrology and modern astrology 
there exists a substantial difference in pro- 
cedure, which advises us to discredit at 
once, for want of proof, generic af- 
firmations contained in medieval treatises 
dealing with relations between the stars 
and humanity, but does not permit us to 
discredit just as easily the conclusions 
of one like Krafft* who, basing his argu- 
ments on statistics taken from _ tens 
of thousands of notifications of births, 
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has demonstrated that the majority of 
male births over female, or vice versa 
is variable according to the hour, season, 
position of the sun or moon etc., and fol- 
lows statistical, periodical and well de- 
termined curves. He does this without 
wishing to reach any mystic conclusions, 
but wishing to set before the disinterested 
observer the bare facts, which result from 
several years of tedious research. Can we 
censure Krafft for a methodical error? 
No, since he works on the well under- | 
stood method of induction based on very 
numerous instances, as is essential in 
every scientific and inductive process; 
and it is certainly unthinkable, in this 
case, to claim an erroneous valuation of 
data, which same have been provided 
by civil documents. 

We could quote several professors’ 
works, which propose in this manner, and 
in this manner only to reach solid stand- 
points from which the new astrology 
could spring. But this does not suit us, 
and we prefer to declare once again that 
if we agree with Professor Meyerson in 
rejecting the statements of one who 
wished to restore defunct medieval as- 
trology, we certainly do not believe that 
everything should be confused and placed 
in the same category. 


As regards graphology, Professor 
Meyerson’s reasoning is as follows (we 
summarise his own words): “It would be 
necessary to establish a system of rules, 
by which a given sign would correspond. 
to a specified personal quality, of char- 
acter, intellect etc. Lacking this collec- 
tion of set laws, graphology is a “false 
science”. Every one sees how defective 
is this manner of reasoning, which would 
seek to acknowledge in this field im- 
mediate ties (‘‘fibres” Professor Meyerson 


* K. E. Krafft, Infiuences solaires et lunaires sur 
la naissance humaine. Paris 1928. 
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would say) of cause and effect similar 
to those in physics and chemistry. Gra- 
phology and similar branches of knowl- 
edge must, if they would define their 
status as a science, draw their conclu- 
sions from a series of concomitant au- 
thentications which cannot, unless theo- 
retically, be reduced to a single fixed law. 
They are merely authentications of ‘“‘ten- 
dency”. There is no need to remind our- 
selves how many laws of tendency 
exist in biological science; laws which 
are acknowledged as such, and which 
no one could claim to be _ invalid 
owing to a certain lack of ‘““Meyersonian 
fibres”. One knows, let us suppose, that 
a certain fever follows a certain course; 
but it is impossible to establish 2 priori, 
minute by minute, the temperatures that 
the thermometer will mark. Will this 
mean, then, that the law is non-existent ? 
Thus, if after examining a thousand 
handwritings, we come to the conclusion 
that 80% of those which have the letter 
“t’ crossed in a certain way belong to 
energetic persons, we have then a cer- 
tain element of discrimination, which, 
together with various other observations, 
will permit us to make true graphological 
“laws of tendency’ just as precise, be- 
cause founded on Statistics, as those of 
sciences based on induction. 


It is of interest by the way, to state 
that modern research in science tends to 
retain ‘‘statistically’” and as “of tendency” 
certain laws considered up to yesterday 
as ironclad and absolute as those which 
govern the ‘fundamental’ sciences e.g. 
physics. Professor Meyerson, then, would 
not place on a scientific plane doctrines 
which claim statistical basis, where mod- 
ern thought inclines to acknowledge that 
even other sciences, those believed un- 
assailable from this point of view, have 


the same foundation. 


And now a word on rhabdomancy. In 
support of its validity, Professor Meyer- 
son writes: 


“It would be necessary to carry out a 
certain number of experiments, ex- 
ecuted in such a way as to guarantee 
the demonstrator’s honesty, and which 
would allow of making a list of suc- 
cesses and failures in order to establish 
whether the number of the former be 
in excess of the proportion which 
would result from a pure and simple 
application of the rules of chance.” 


To read these lines and see them 
signed by a Meyerson makes us wonder 
if we are dreaming. To speak of “pure 
and simple application of the rules of 
chance” in a problem such as finding a 
subterranean flow of water in the space 
of a given number of acres is equal to 
believing that one can eliminate all the 
innumerable extrinsic elements in the de- 
termination of probabilities, that one can 
thus establish precisely the relations be- 
tween zones without water and zones 
with water; prescind from the eventual 
superficial indications of each area of 
ground; establish a proportion between 
the marked and unmarked zones etc.: all 
of which are practically impossible. In 
such cases the unexpected probability 
equals a theoretical value “x”, which will 
be as often greater as when the estimate 
is more exact. Thus, if a rhabdomancer 
tells me that at a depth of ‘y’ feet im- 
mediately below him there is a stream of 
water which is ‘w’ feet deep and ‘z’ feet 
wide, and in the space of a few hours 
he gives me two or three proofs of this 
kind, I shall be in a position to consider 
the unexpected probability as equal to 
ONE against a number indeterminate, 
but evidently enormous, and I shall have 
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that which is commonly called ‘‘a moral 
certainty’, if not a mathematical certainty 
in the strict meaning of the word. This 
at least should one be taught the logic 
of scientific method, in addition to that 
of common sense. However, the validity 


of rhabdomancy is now assured, inasmuch 
as it is now regularly employed in gov- 
ernment circles of various countries. In 


From the foregoing, we appear to have 
explained exhaustively how Professor 
Meyerson’s criticisms of what he calls 
“false sciences” can stand neither from 
a general epistemological viewpoint, nor 
when one considers the true ambit of 
each doctrine taken in review (provided 
that, let it be understood, these doctrines 
be what they wish to appear, that is, 
growing sciences based on experimental 
and statistical forms, not abstract ideal- 
logical system). We shall now see what 
objections he makes to Psychical Research. 


This time Professor Meyerson’s tone is 
a little different. He no longer rejects, 
sié et simpliciter, metapsychics as others 
have done, and as he has done in the 
case of ‘false sciences’, but limits him- 
self to declare that he 


“reserves his judgment on the impossi- 
bility of what are known to-day as 
“metapsychical” manifestations* 
but simply claims that 

“the miraculous character of metapsych- 
ical phenomena being greatly accent- 
uated in comparison to events in our 
daily life or to those referred to in 
history, the proofs put forward in this 


Later, however, Professor Meyerson considers 
such manifestations “unreal, or little less than of 
«a very probable unreality”, and in footnote justifies 
the affirmation reported above saying that, “all the 
same, one cannot confirm, in anticipation, the im- 
possibility of any unknown fact’! As we see, this 


“concession” amounts to very little... 
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Italy, for instance, a group of rhabdo- 
mancers is always at the disposal of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and a society 
called “Ente Geo-Rabdico Italiano” was 
recently formed in Rome under the pat- 
ronage of the Minister of Agriculture and 
many other notabilities in political and 
scientific circles. Professor Meyerson’s 
scepticism therefore comes up against — 
certain facts of precision. 


connection appear insufficient.” 

This is a generic affirmation, and as 
such we can reject it for a fin de non re- 
cevoir, at least until Professor Meyerson 
will have succeeded in showing that the 
principal proofs, supplied so far by the 
greatest researchers, are insufficient; and 
indicated the motives, one by one, for 
this insufficiency. Therefore, until this 
is done, his generic denial will be worth - 
less than a specified judgment of such as 


Richet, for instance, Schrenck-Notzing or 
Lodge. 


Professor Meyerson, however, advances 
immediately afterwards specified critic- 
isms, of which the most notable is that 
concerning the question of light at med- 
iumistic séances. 

His reasoning is in appearance 
rather brilliant. Be it objected to 
mediumistic séances being held in com- 
plete darkness, metapsychists reply that 
the conditions are certainly unpleasant, 
but no stranger than when developing 
photographic films. Now (Professor 
Meyerson observes) the analogy is worth- 
less: for whilst on the one hand, the 
reasons are well known why photographic 
films are sensitive to light: on the 
other hand, it is a case of explaining 
these reasons in regard to metapsychical 
phenomena. This faulty analogy is tant- 
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amount to going round the question in- 
stead of facing it. 


This argument holds only because it 
has arbitrary premise as a starting point, 
and its invalidity is proven simply by re- 
calling that it is not at all true (contrarily 
to what Professor Meyerson writes) that 
darkness is necessary for obtaining mani- 
festations. If only the illustrious philo- 
sopher were to take the trouble to read 
the accounts relating to mediumship of 
Home or Euspaia Palladino he would 
learn that many phenomena can take 
place in the light. This should also shew 
the absurdity of the comparison, sur- 
reptitiously worked in, between photo- 
gtaphy and metapsychic phenomena. It is 
no longer necessary to explain why dark- 
ness should be imperative in order to ob- 
tain manifestations, since this “necessity” 
does not arise; but it will be readily un- 
derstood why darkness is favorable to 
trance and so also to manifestations; and 
in the same way, for instance, to sleep. 
Admitted that one can sleep even in the 
light, it is nevertheless true that dark- 
ness allows one’s attention to relax etc. 
Darkness thus creates the best conditions 
for inducing sleep. Is it strange then, 
that the same applies to that particular 
form of sleep known as the Medium’s 
Trance? 


We are given to understand then that 
Professor Meyerson, persuaded that every- 
thing must be carried out in complete 
darkness, deduces that control can be 
made solely by touch, and that therefore 
the results obtained are necessarily far 
from satisfactory. All the most rigorous 
forms of control so far devised (we shall 
quote, en passant, the electrical control 
used by the National Laboratory of Psy- 
chical Research of London, those used at 
the American séances with “Margery”, 


those, founded on the principle of photo- 
electric cell, adopted at the Institut Méta- 
psychique International etc.) all these 
forms, which tend precisely to ‘“‘imper- 
sonalise’’ the controller and to render the 
control independent of experimenters, are 
ignored by our critic, whose affirmations 
are thus contradicted by these same cir- 
cumstances. 


Professor Meyerson states further that 
there is a vast element of fraud, (we ob- 
serve that the professors interested in 
psychical research can estimate this vast- 
ness better than he) and that the argu- 
ment of “occasional fraud” in which the 
medium would have recourse to plead 
momentary deficiency of his faculties, ‘‘is 
an auxiliary hypothesis, which savours 
very much of defeat’.* It would take 
too long to explain here to Professor 
Meyerson the delicate and complicated 
mechanism of medianic frauds: it would 
make him presuppose notions which he 
does not possess, solely for lack of direct 
study on the subject. To those who have 
had even the least experience in these 
researches, the instability of character in 
mediums and their tendency to trickery 
(even in a manner easy to see through) 
whenever they momentarily lose their 
power, are notable and accepted facts 
to say nothing of all the different kinds 
of “fraud” and its mechanism, both 
psychological and metapsychical. 

One of the most typical points in Pro- 
fessor Meyerson‘s criticisms is where he 
avers “how little the true scientist is 
adapted to the task which he sets him- 
self” (that of ascertaining metapsychical 
phenomena) and that experience in 
the laboratory, where nature is ever present 
does not constitute an adequate pre- 
paration for experimenting in the meta- 


* The Italics are Professor Meyerson’s.—B. S. 


sO 

at 

ps 

fc 

ac 

th 

th 

it 

qi 

bi 

be 

fe 

IT 

if 

k 

a 

a 
) 

0 

3 a 
a 

t 

t 


DR. EMILIO 


psychical field. Probably Professor Meyer- 
son thinks that in this way he is striking 
at those scientists who are occupied in 
psychical research, which is altogether 
foreign to their own particular sphere of 
action; and yet he is not aware that if 
these scientists claim or have claimed au- 
thority in relation to psychical research, 
it is precisely because they have ac- 
quired special competence in this special 
branch through long experience, and not 
because they were already celebrated pro- 
fessors or members of academies. Thus, 
again, this argument rebounds on Profes- 
sor Meyerson, scientist and philosopher 
ot standing as he is, but uninitiated in 
metapsychics. He believes himself to be 
in a position to adjudicate, in argument, 
with authority which he derives from his 
knowledge and competence: knowledge 
and competence which, however, are not 
required in this instance! It is true that 
an illusionist, according to Professor 
Meyerson, can deceive a scientist; but 
illusionists have always refused to carry 
out their tricks in metapsychical labor- 
atories and occasionally they have de- 
clared, as in his time did Robert Houdin 
and in these days has Will Goldston, 
that no trick could imitate certain medi- 


anic phenomena, under specified condi- 
tions. 


Professor Meyerson reminds us that 
certain séances failed at Paris, after the 
applying of some sort of control. This 
in itself is no proof of fraud, neither has 
it been proved that at those séances trick- 
ery was resorted to. He goes on to declare 
that “the task of planning some process 
of verification belongs solely to those who 
believe,t_ and not their adversaries’. 


Metapsychists know this so well that, in . 


face of every kind of difficulty and host- 


+ The Italics are Professor Meyerson’s—E. S. 
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ility, they are always seeking to perfect 
more and more the systems of control 
and observation; obtdining results that 
neither Professor Meyerson nor many 
others can imagine, and with which they 
one day will find themselves confronted, 
to their regret for not acquainting them- 
selves sooner with these results. We shall 
add, moreover, that in saying this, Pro- 
fessor Meyerson shows how unscientific, 
if not to say inhuman, is the attitude of 
he at-any-price critics, who, entrenching 
themselves behind a priori negation, do 
not move a finger to cooperate with the 
volunteers in research, and systematically 
await the results of their observations 
to criticise them or simply to state that 
they are not convincing. We shali 
see who is favored by conclusions drawn 
from science’s history. He ends by saying 
that “the absolute reservation opposed 
by the majority of scientists to metapsy- 
chical manifestations, together with their 
refusal to take any interest in the matter, 
is perfectly justified. . . . The scientists’ 
work will not commence until every doubt 
in connection with the authenticity of 
phenomena is dispelled”. Professor 
Meyerson’s conception of a_ scientist 
would be a mixture of the following: a 
timid man; a doubting Thomas; a man 
deprived of initiative and always waiting 
for others to bring him the truth all cut 
and dried... .. 


Well, to this meagre image of the in- 
vestigator we bring that which results 
from the following paragraph, and on 
which we invite Professor Meyerson 
(with all the respect which we profess 
for him) to meditate briefly:- 


“In his opening address before the 
British Association at Edinburgh this 
year, Sir William Thomson said, ‘Sci- 
ence is bound by the everlasting law of 
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honor to face fearlessly every problem 
which can fairly be presented to it.” 
My object on thus placing on record 
the results of a very remarkable series 
of experiments is to present such a 
problem, which, according to Sir Wil- 
liam Thomson, “Science is bound by 
the everlasting law of honour to face 
fearlessly”. It will not do merely to 
deny its existence, or try to sneer it 
down. Remember, I hazard no hypo- 
thesis or theory whatever; I merely 
vouch for certain facts, my only object 
being the Truth. Doubt, but do not 
deny; point out by the severest criti- 
cism, what are considered fallacies in 
my experimental tests, and suggest 
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more conclusive trials; but do not let 
us hastily call our senses lying wit- 
nesses merely because they testify 
against pre-conceptions. I say to my 
critics, “Try the experiments; investi- 
gate with care and patience as I have 
done. If, having examined, you dis- 
cover imposture or delusion, proclaim 
it, and say how it was done. But if 
you find it to be a fact, avow it fear- 
lessly, as ‘by the everlasting law of 
honour’ you are bound to do”. 
These are Sit William Crookes’s words 
(Researches, Chapter III), and on which 
we cannot do otherwise than express our 
entire and unconditional approval. 
EMILIO SERVADIO. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


To the Editor, The Journal: 
Dear Sir: 


I have lately come across an old book 
which contains some very remarkable 
suggestions and illuminating ideas—con- 
sidering when it was written. It is en- 


titled “Dreams, in their Mental and 
Moral Aspects,” by John Sheppard, Lon- 
don, 1847. A few extracts will serve to 
illustrate the authodr’s views. 


“. .. It would be affronting intelligent 
readers to suppose that they are likely to 
pay any serious regard to dreams in gen- 
eral. . .. All this we may generally 
admit, without at all allowing it to fol- 
low, either that every dream arises from 
physical causes, because very many do so, 
or that the action of the mind is neces- 
sarily feeble and confused in sleep be- 
cause such is most commonly the fact. 


.... It is well known to have been a’ 


tenet of the Pythagorean philosophy, en- 
tertained afterwards by Plato and his fol- 


lowers, that the human soul has an in- 
terior, luciform, ethereal body, which re- 
mains united to it after death.... By 
what conceivable way, in such a state of 
the body, and of the brain in particular, 
does the mind exert itself with such con- 
trasted animation, vigour and promptitude 
—except by acting during sleep in some 
conjunction with, or through the medium 
of, an interior vehicle?. . . . On the 
whole, my impression is that the theory 
of the mind’s operating, after the separa- 
tion from the mortal body, by means of 
an ethereal vehicle, separable with it 
from our external frame, at any rate 
greatly aids our imagination with the 
respect to the then-continued action of 
the spirit, and that the phenomena of 
dreaming, especially when so explained, 


further help to facilitate our conception 
of this. . .” 


The above quotations are assuredly 
both curious and interesting. 


HEREWARD CARRINGTON. 


A NEW TYPE OF METAPSYCHIC PHENOMENON 
IN THE WORK OF THE W. H. P. B. GROUP 


By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND 
* * 


Students of natural science are well aware that it is often in the ob- 
servation of seemingly insignificant facts that the profoundest truths and 
principles may be made clear. General laws may be deduced from a com- 
parison of minute details. The same rule would be likely to apply in the 
investigation of metapsychical phenomena. The structure of ectoplasm, for 
example, when viewed under the microscope may be more helpful in ascer- 
taining the mysterious laws which govern its production than any observa- 
tion of this substance in the mass. 

The following is a brief preliminary record of a phenomenon recently 
recorded in connection with the v use of pangs plates for the study of 
metapsychical processes. 

A group of four students, in private life members of the A.S.P.R., 
well known to one another, have been sitting weekly on Thursday evenings 
in the house of one of the party with the object of obtaining if possible phy- ‘ 
chical impression upon sealed photographic plates. Each plate being held under t 
the palms of one or other of the four sitters and as a rule laid flat upon the 
top of a small table for a space of ten to fifteen minutes. A batch of 12 
plates sealed by the Kodak Company in light-tight envelopes would be | 
used for each sitting. The four sitters whose names will appear in a fuller } 
record later will be described here as W. B. H. P. Four plates numbered 
consecutively 1-4 are distributed by W. around the table. The’ electric light 
is then turned off and only a small red bulb remains for illumination. Then 
this is switched off and for the space of ten to fifteen minutes usually. The ' 
experiment proceeds. 

The method is typically as follows: One batch (A) of four individual 
plates in their sealed covers is laid on the table—one before each sitter. The 
hands are placed over the envelope and after a time (during which the table 
always oscillates rhythmically—first north to south, then circularwise, then 
east to west and so forth) a distinct jerk is given to denote the completion 
of the work. A second batch (B) and a third (C) each of four plates are 
then treated in like manner. The whole process occupies about forty-five 
minutes. A thirteenth ‘guard’ plate, taken again from another box, is left 
in a receptacle in a far corner of the room and not used unless in substitution 
for one or other of the A, B, or C series. One plate therefore never comes 
under the hands of the sitters. But it is delivered unopened with the rest to 
the Kodak Company and undergoes development with the rest. 

In the results obtained by the WHPB Group in sittings without a 
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medium for psychic photography a very unusual field of investigation pre- 
sents itself. Psychic phenomena generally presuppose the deliberate operation 


of some intelligence whether acting independently or through the sub- 
conscious channels. 


Here we have an entirely different thing to consider. Briefly it may be 
defined as the analysis of certain effects of metapsychical working, brought 
about without apparent intention and as the accidental accompaniment of a 
process which has in view quite different objects. 

This absence of intention should be grateful to the scientific enquirer, 
since it removes all question of motive, of subliminal wish or intent, or 
of interest in the outcome. And the fact that these accidental effects are far 
from obvious—being rather of insignificant nature as judged by ordinary 


standards of significance, again certifies to the researcher that they would not. 


be such as would reasonably be schemed or planned. So far from obvious are 
they that they might easily have been overlooked and their lesson lost. They 
consist in certain slight and seemingly irregular markings on the photo- 
graphic plates, having at first sight the appearance merely of defects. And 
as such they would without question be judged, were it not for the strange 
circumstance noted that these marks tally in their relative position as well 
as in their absolute location on the plates and that they tend to reappear not 
only on various plates used at any one sitting, but also at successive sittings. 
The measure of distance between the marks of any one series is constant. 
Their geometrical relation is rigidly maintained: and within very small limits 
of variation their distances from either margin of the plate is also constant. 

Usually about ten out of the twelve or thirteen may be found on de- 
velopment to have the same characteristic marks—cloudings, or spots precise- 
ly localized—and the unused plate is not exempt. 

SEARCH FOR A NORMAL EXPLANATION 

The first question that would arise in the mind of an outside investigator 
of these curious effects would be: By what means could such marks be made 
to appear on several plates in succession with absolute uniformity? Chance 
or natural coincidence are at once ruled out as mathematically impossible 
and hence unscientific. Either light or chemical action must be assumed, 
and ‘chemical action’ would include the exposure to some radioactive medium. 
We may next rule out ordinary light as operative in this instance, because 
the plates are in all cases taken fresh from their sealed boxes as supplied to 
the trade; are at once placed by the Kodak operators in properly safeguarded 
light-tight bags, and these are not opened until they are in due course re- 
turned to them for development. The Kodak Company develops, fixes and 
prints them and on the return of the prints to the groups, all are found 
affected in this strange way. All that has happened to them whilst in the 
hands of the group of sitters has been that for a period varying from ten to 
fifteen minutes they have been individually laid on a drawingroom table 
under the hands of one or other of four persons—and of one only of the 
four. 
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This precise localization of the marks on nearly all the plates and some- 
times on every one is a problem as yet unsolved by any normal consideration. 
But it is still more difficult to find any possible explanation of the fact that : 
the marks apparent at one sitting—say, Dec. 10tk 1931, are repeated with i 


absolute precision on those exposed at another sitting two weeks later. Yet 
this is found to be the case. 


We are now in a position to say: 
(1) The markings are not individual to any one sitter. 
(2) They betoken a set construction of some sort. 
Normally, if a veil or film of slightly radio-active nature or chemically 
active were laid against each plate in turn for a sufficient time, such slight 
markings might be expected: Or if a veil or film designed to protect plates 
against light or radio-activity or other chemical action were placed against 
each plate successively, and this veil or film were slightly weak or defective 
for its intended purpose in certain places or at certain points, then again we 
might look for markings of this nature. They would be purely fortuitous 
but they would be constant in their occurrence. 
But no film has been used to cover these plates by the Kodak Company 
nor would there be any excuse or necessity for employing such. Hence we 
are without normal explanation of what occurs. 
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTS 
Although the intention of these sittings does not come within the scope : 
of the present article, which has to do with the incidental phenomena only, ; 
yet it will be convenient here to state briefly what was the object in view f 
and what the sitters had been told to look for in the progress of the work 
through its successive stages of trial and experiment. 
The group first met on the 14th November 1931 at the apartment ot 
Mrs. W.... and a control PETER manifested his presence by table move- 
4 ments. Mr. B. . , one of the four sitters then suggested that for the 
| present, the group ‘should sit to develop power in table movements and then 
try for some specific line of research such as photographic experiment with- ¢ 
out a camera, and with the use both of ordinary and of infra-red plates. ( 
This was agreed. PETER signified that the contact was made through Mr. } 
P. ... , another of the sitters; that he had a group formed on his side 
for scientific evidence and that Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of the : 
telephone, was one of the group. We were to meet weekly and sit for about 
an hour. At the second meeting on the 18th November, BELL announced 
that he would take charge. We were to dispense with any camera and use 
cut films or plates (not roller film). The plates to be put in light-tight “ip 
These were sealed and delivered by the Kodak Company to Mrs. W. . 
the sitter at whose apartment all séances have been held. The Company un- 
dertook the development of the plates and the printing from the negatives, 
by trustworthy and experienced agents. They certify that such marks as ap- 
pear are not due to any normal cause or error in manipulation. A record 


of sittings is appended, together with an analysis of the markings found. 
(See Plates I and II.) 
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PLaTE II. 
Diagram showing approximate positions of White Points on the prints. 


S bl ded 
(See table appended. ) 


THE W. H. P. B. GROUP PHENOMENON 
PLATE II. 


TABLE SHOWING DATES AND FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE OF THE WHITE 
Spots APPEARING ON THE PLATES EXPOSED DURING 
DECEMBER 1931 AND JANUARY 1932. 


* K 


DIAGRAM (A) TRIANGLE OF Spots found upon EIGHT plates exposed at the 
sitting of December 10th 1931, and on ALL TWELvE plates exposed at 

the sitting of December 30th 1931, and Four on Dec. 17 1931. 
The Eight plates so marked were Nos. 1 and 9, held by W; Nos. 
2 and 6, held by H.; Nos. 3, 7 and 11, held by P.; No. 4, held by B. 


DIAGRAM (B) TRIANGLE OF Spots found upon ALL TWELVE plates exposed 
at the sitting on December 30th 1931. The position of the point marked 
with the ‘alpha’ is constant in its accordance with the same point found 
on plates Dec. 10th and 21st. 


The relative positions of the ‘alpha’ and the unmarked point are 
exactly the same as those of the ‘alpha’ and ‘beta’ in the other two dia- 
grams (A) and (C) and these two points are also found on two of the 
plates exposed on December 17th. (Plates Nos. 6 (H) and 12 (B). 


DiaGRAM (C) SCHEMA OF SEVEN WHITE Spots found on ALL TWELVE 
plates exposed at the sitting of January 7th 1932. The ‘alpha’ and ‘beta’ 
points are constant as before. Diagram is approximate only. 


DiaGRAM (D) ScHEMA oF Spots and STREAK found upon ALL TWELVE 
plates exposed on the 21st January, 1932. There were also cloud- 
markings in the correct relative positions, not shown on diagram. 


DiaGRAM (E) ScHEMA OF Four Spots found on plates exposed at sittings 
on February 4th and 11th, 1932. The ‘alpha’ and ‘beta’ spots appear on 
ALL TWELVE plates of Feb. 4th. The ‘gamma’ and ‘delta’ spots appear on 


Stx of the same plates. The ‘gamma’ only, or the ‘delta’ only appear on 
the other Srx. 


* * 


DiacGRAM (F) Two Spots AND A PATTERN AS INDICATED in diagram appear 
on ALL TWELVE plates in the identical position shown and at the same 
relative distances. 
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W. H. P. B. Group: REcorD oF SITTINGS IN DECEMBER, 1931. 


This took place on the 10th December, 1931 at 8.55 p.m., and lasted until 
10.20 p.m. The table was in constant motion but no alphabetic communications 
were given. Plates were dealt with in three series, and their envelopes, sealed 
by the Kodak Co. were numbered successively No. 1 to No. 12. Thus No. 1, No. 5, 

No. 9 fell to the sitter W.; No. 2, No. 6, No. 10 to H.; No. 3, No. 7, No. 11 to 
P.; and No. 4, No. 8, No. 12 to B. 

Prints furnished a week later by the Kodak Co. showed cloudy marks, and 
these were at once recognized as identical on at least five of the plates No. 3, 

No. 5, No. 6, No. 9 and No. 12. But further identifications were not observed until 
a careful analysis and measurement of marks was made by the present writer in 
the month of April, 1932. 

The appearance noted at the time consisted of a white cloud across the entire 
width of the plate and covering almost half its surface. The shape of this cloud 
was practically the same in all. It was found that plates No. 1, No. 2, No. 4, 

No. 7 and No. 11 showed no trace of this cloud whatever. 

This result disposes of the suggestion that any chemical or radiant influence 
could have affected the whole box of plates, notwithstanding the identity of 
position of the clouded area in all five affected. 

EXPERIMENTAL Sitrtine No. II. December, 17th, 1931. 

Table movements indicated an extraordinary amount of power - present. This 
was so great that two small occasional tables standing near the séance table : 
rocked when lightly touched by the two lady sitters. Plate No. 10 was found Q 
missing. The rest were distributed as before. : 

Prints furnished a week later by the Kodak Company showed markings of 
unique nature like tubular or hollow rods on ten of the plates.* In addition to the 
‘ods or tubes, there are remarkable flocculent masses visible on plates No. 2, No. 
+, No. 5, No. 7, No. 8, No. 10, No. 11. Other significant marks were identified : 
later and will be separately described. : 

EXPERIMENTAL Sitting No. III. December 21st, 1931. 

Conditions were much as last. The method of the sitting was similar. In 
view of the interesting results obtained in the prints already delivered of the 
Dec. 10 and 17 sittings, it was agreed that P. and B. should both seek direct 
instruction from the control Bett at independent sittings on the day following 
(Dec. 22nd.) with Mrs. Hileen -Garrett. 

Extra Sirtmnes December 22nd with Mrs. Garrett. (P. and B.) 

In both cases Alexander Graham Bell purported to come through and to 
confirm the idea that all future sittings should be devoted to photographic ex- 
periment and not to the trumpet as had been suggested. Bett indicated in- 
dependently to both the sitters that the programme of events would be as follows: 

FIRST STAGE—Light Points and Flashes or Streaks. 

SECOND STAGE—Appearance of Rods or Bars (as already seen). 

THIRD STAGE—Appearance of Flocculent or Feathery. Masses or clusters. 

FOURTH STAGE—Appearance of Faces: these to be representative of family ‘ 
groups—the object being apparently that of the strengthening of evidential values i 
and the elimination of any fortuitous element in the recognition of isolated i 
individuals. 

It is to be noted that the first two stages have so far been clearly apparent 
in the development of the plates. The photographic operators admit that the 
character of the marks found is, in their experience, entirely abnormal and 
not to be accounted for by any of the known causes of the spoiling of plates in 
the dark room; by errors of manipulation, entry of light, etc., etc. 

ze 
EXPERIMENTAL Sirrinc No. IV. December 30th, 1931. 

On meeting for séance, the results of the Dec. 21st sitting were first in- 
spected. All plates show a faint flocculence indicating that the work is approach- 
ing the third stage suggested by the Control. But the markings are not very 
definite and have but little intensity. The fourth sitting took place under much 
the same conditions as the previous ones, except that B. was absent and therefore 
the plates were distributed in Four series of Three each to W. H. and P. 


*See Fig. 1 which reproduces all twelve plates used in this experiment. 
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RECORD OF SITTINGS IN JANUARY, 1932. 


EXPERIMENTAL Sirtina No. V. January 7, 1982. 

Reference to the diagram showing the arrangement of the white points found 
on the plates exposed at the six sittings comprised in the series now under con- 
sideration exhibit a continuance of the phenomenon on the plates used at the 
first two sittings in 1932. 

EXPERIMENTAL Sittine No. VI. January 21, 1982. 
A detailed analysis of markings found upon these six sets of plates. 


Note: The above comprise all the sittings referred to in the present article. 
The series has been continued regularly to date and their results may be the be 
subject of a later communication to the Journal, F. B. B. 


* * 


AN ANALYSIS OF THE MARKINGS FOUND UPON THE PLATES 


; ANALYSIS OF MARKINGS. December 10th, 1931. 

The results of development of the plates exposed at this sitting under the 
hands of the four sitters are very remarkable. Each plate was sealed separately 
in its light-tight bag by the officials of the Kodak Co. and were not opened at 
any time by the group of sitters nor manipulated by any one of them. This 
i applies to all plates hereafter dealt with. 

; But the prints show the following supernormal markings: 
| TRIANGLE OF WHITE Spots. 

On the following plates there is apparent, always in the same position, an 
arrangement of white spots in the form of a scalene triangle: viz: (measures 
are Base 1 & %th”: Sides 1%” & 1%”.) Plates No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No.4, No. 
6, No. 7, No. 9, No. 11. 

DENSE WHITE AREA, 

Practically the whole of the upper half of the following plates of the series 
is covered by a_ well-defined white area with strongly marked borders, viz: 
Plates No. 3, No. 5, No. 9, No. 12. 

The presence of the spots is indicated faintly within the cloud also in No. 
5 and No. 12, but they merge in the cloud. 

& 
DeceMBER 17th, 1981. 
Markings of unique and extraordinary nature were apparent on all the plates 

‘ dealt with at this sitting. 
on Rops. * 
: They take the form of tubular or hollow rod-like processes and are visible 4 
on plates: (See Fig. 1.) tT 

Plates No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, No. 6, No. 7, No. 9, No. 10, No. 12 eA 
are thus marked. Ne 

The last has them faintly in a cross direction also. e 

FLOCCULENT MASSES, 

Very remarkable flocculent markings are found on plates No. 2, No. 4, No. 5, 

No. 7, No. 8, No. 10 and No. 11. 

STRIATIONS. 
Striations of a very definite and clear kind are seen on plates No. 8 and No. 11. 
WHITE Spots. 
Two related spots, exactly One and a Half Inches apart are to be seen on 

plates No. 6 and No. 12, in a position which makes them THE EXACT COUNTERPART 

OF TWO THAT FORM THE LONGER LEG OF THE SCALENE TRIANGLE in the Plates of 

Dec. 10th. (see above). 

ANALYSIS OF MARKINGS. December 21st, 1931. 
The Scalene Triangle whose Base measures One and % inches and whose 
sides are respectively One and a half inches and One and % of an inch, Was 
noted as having appeared on eight of the plates exposed on December 10th and 
as being faintly indicated on others. 


— 
Pye 
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THE SCALENE TRIANGLE. 

THE SAME TRIANGULAR ARRANGEMENT OF WHITE SPOTS, WITH PRECISELY IDENTICAL 
MEASURES IS ALSO APPARENT UPON ALL TWELVE OF THESE PLATES EXPOSED ON DECEM- 
BER 21st. 

Irs Frxep PosIrion. 

Still more extraordinary is the fact that: 

THE TWO SERIES OF SCALENE TRIANGLES ARE FOUND TO BE IN EXACTLY THE SAME 
RELATIVE POSITION ON THE PLATES USED ON THESE TWO EVENINGS. 

That is to say: the distance of the spots from the upper and left-hand margins 
of the plates are approximately as follows: 

(a) From upper margin: One Inch and Seven-eighths of an Inch respectively. 

(b) From left margin: One and Three-eighths of an inch and One and One- 

eighth of an inch respectively. 

These are average measures: the variation does not seem to be more than 

about a sixteenth of an inch between the various examples. 
ANALYSIS OF MARKINGS. December 380th, 1931. 

Again a Scalene Triangle formed by Three white spots may be seen on ALL 

TWELVE PLATES. 
SECOND SCALENE TRIANGLE. 

Two of these spots can be readily identified with two of those seen in the 
Triangles of Dec. 10th and 21st. These are the two which mark the longer leg of 
the former combination. The larger spot, which is lowest on the plate is approxi- 
mately One and one-eighth inches from the left hand margin and it is Two and a 
quarter inches from the top margin of the plate. The measure of the distance 
between the two spots is One and a half inches. 

TuEesrt Measures Accorp WirH THOSE oF Dec. 10 and Dec. 21. 
Tue Is New. 

But the third point is now seen to the left of-the line made by the two 
first points. It lies Half an inch to the left making a small right-angled triangle 
whose sides are respectively One and three-eighths: Half an inch: and as already 
given—One and a half inches. 

A HuMmAN EYE. 

On Plate No. 1, just left of the third point of the triangle and close to the 
margin of plate, is a strong suggestion of a human eye with dark pupil: One 
or two of the other plates faintly suggest this also. 


ee & 
January 7th, 1932. 

FouR WHITE POINTS OCCUPY IDENTICAL POSITIONS ON ALL TWELVE PLATES, The 
principal one is again 214 inches from the top margin of the plate and is 1% 
inches or thereabouts from the left-hand side. The rest do not seem to tally 
with what have been recorded in December work. 

THERE ARE ALSO TWO CLOUDY MARKINGS WHICH CORRESPOND IN NEARLY ALL THE 
PLATES: but in one or two they are defaced or else very faint. These are small 
nuclei and might suggest little heads out of focus. They are — than the rest 
of the cloudy masses. 

January 21st, 1932. 

FIVE WHITE POINTS IN PRECISELY THE SAME RELATION AS REGARDS THEIR POSI- 
TION ON THE PLATE ARE APPARENT ON ALL TWELVE PLATES. 

ALSO CERTAIN STREAKS AND CLOUDY MASSES AGREE ON ALL. 

THE WHOLE SCHEME OF CLOUD MASSES IS THE SAME IN ALL. 

January 28th, 1932. 

Plates have no characteristic markings except certain flocculent masses on 
three of them—all different. There are no white spots. This sitting may be re- 
garded as a blank. 
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PART X 
Sitting XXVIII. November 22nd, 1928. 
Present: Mrs. X. . . .:. Mrs. Warner: Mrs. Van Antwerp: Miss Rhoda 


Mead: and Mrs. Bigelow. 
First Control (Margaret Gault.) 

NOTE: What Margaret Gault has to say on this occasion is concerned 
with the recent theft of some little ebony or ivory elephants. As it is only 
of private interest, the dialogue is omitted from the printed record.—Ed. 


OK 
C.2. “Did FRANK verify my supreme test?” 
Sitter. ‘‘Not yet. . .Is this Elizabeth K..... 
Sitter. “Mr... . has not gone to Boston yet’. 


Third Control (C.3.) 

C.3. “I want to warn you about mixing influences around this table” 

Q. “Do you mean that we should not have other mediums present?” 

C.3. “Yes: it is now sealed and sacred. Someone else must learn to take 
the letters; for when our efforts are in fruit, this is going to be a 
pertinent question’. 


Q. “Is power of reading the letters so quickly peculiar to Blanche?” 
C.3. “I sometimes wonder myself’. 


Fourth Control 
“Here is AUNT LYDIA—a very old spitit—used to take. snuff’. 
Q. “What is her last name?” C.4. “I hope to get it.’ 


Q. ‘Do you know where she lived?” C.4. “Had a tent at Lake Pleasant, 
‘Heavenly Court’. 


Q. “Is that the name of the locality” C.4. “Yes”. 


Q. “Where is Lake Pleasant?” C.4. “Spiritualistic Camp”. 


Fifth Control (C.5.) 
C.5. “My name is UNTHANK.* My son has been in a bank in FITCH- 
BURG, MASS. His name is ELMER”. 


Q. ‘Where did you live yourself?” C.5. “In Boston. I had a daughter too.” 


Sixth Control (C.6.) 
C.6. (This is Bill Bardwell again). 
“Have you heard anything from WILL?” 


Sitter. ‘No, Mr. Bardwell. We have written to Mrs. Bardwell and when 
we hear we will let you know.” 
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Seventh Control. (C.7.) 

C.7. “I want to know who McKEE RANKIN was?” ° 

Q. “Who is speaking?” 

C.7. “I know you well, Donna.” 

Q. “Who are you?” C.7. “I can’t tell you now, but later you will hear 
all about my connection with a life tragedy. 
We have had many, many happy times to- 
gether.” 

Q. “Is this a man or a woman who is speaking?” 

C.7. “Woman it is; but they live apart’ (control recognized.) 

Q. “Is this JULIE?” C7. “Yes”. 

| 
Eighth Control (C.8.) 


C.8. “Who knows my son in PLATTSBURG, N. Y.?” 

Q. “What is his name?” C8. “TUTTLE.” 

Q. “His first name?” Cs. “J.W. He was President of some bank. His 
first wife gave him and me great concern.” 
* * 


Ninth Control. (C.9.) 
C.9. “I want to say that I am a Klu-Klux. I went into a grocery store and 
asked for a loaf of Kann bread. Clerk says ‘Kind man, here it is’. 
‘K’ must appear in question, also answer. We recognize each other 
as Klan brother.” 
Tenth Control (C.10.) 
C.10. “My name is JOHN HOUSTON. I was carpet-bagger in New 
Orleans. My mother-in-law named GENN.” 
‘ 
Eleventh Control (C.11). 
C.11. “My name is DICKSON. . Son HELIORIS in New Orleans. His ) 
wife’s name is LUCY. My husband’s name was TOM. We called i 
him Papa.” 
* 
Twelfth Control. (C.12). 
C.12. “HORATIO ROCKWOOD. . .Had son RAY, also EDWARD. They 
had half-sister KATE.” 
Q. ‘Where do you come from?” 
C.12. “EAST DEERFIELD. I lived on farm next to HENRY HASKELL 
and opposite JIMMY FIELD.” 


* eK K 


Thirteenth Control. (C.13). 
C.13. “We had red cross on our book-covers.”’ 
Q. “Is this the Klu-Klux-Klan?” C13 “Yes.” 
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VERIFICATION *Elmer Onthank. 

To the Postmaster. New York. 
Fitchburg, Mass. March 21, 1929. 
Dear Sir: 


Will you be kind enough to tell me if you have a Mr. Elmer Onthank 
living in your cit? I believe he has a position in some Bank. Any informa- 
tion you can give me will be most gratefully received. 

Very truly yours, 
HELEN T. BIGELOW. 
(Note by Postmaster endorsed on Mrs. Bigelow’s letter) 
“ELMER A. ONTHANK has lived here about 35 years or so and 


is president of Safety Fund National Bank, and his residence is 34 
Beacon Street. 
(signed) 


Fitchburg, Mass. JoHN G. Faxon, P.M. 
March 22, 1929. 


* 


Sitting XXIX. December 19th, 1928. 
Present: Mrs. X....: Mrs. Warner: Mrs. Van Antwerp: Mrs. Bigelow: 
Mr. Bligh Bond. 
First Control. “SHERMAN CASE” (C.1.) 
Q. “Sherman Case; could you tell us who is MARION CASE, mentioned 
in your earlier communication?” 


C.1. “MARION is my granddaughter. My wife is bringing her here from 
school now.” 


* 


Second Control 

C.2. “I am an old lady. My name is MARCH. I was a native of Vermont. 

Q. “Where did you live?” 

C.2. “At PLAINSVILLE. . .I had a daughter, by name Mrs. Murray. . . She 
had a boy and girl, both of whom are married.” 


Third Control 

C.3. “BESSIE MARVIN.” 

Q. “Where do you come from?” 

C.3. “I ama sister of MARY HEATON VOSS.” 
“Were you a married woman?” 

3. “Yes. . Lost much in the German war.” 

“Is your sister married?” C.3. “Many times.” 
“Did you have children?” C.3. “Boys”. 
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Fourth Control 


C.4. “BILL BARDWELL. . .Did you tell Will's wife that my wife’s name 
was Bardwell before she married old Bill?” 


Fifth Control 


C.5. “Name HASLAMM. . . I was a cripple from rheumatism.” 
Q. “‘Is it a man or a woman speaking?” 


C.5. “A woman. .. My fingers grew as long as pencils. . . I did like a spicy 
story.” 


Q. “Is HASLAMM your married name?” 
C.5. “Yes. . . I knew Slater.” 
Q. “Where do you come from?” 


C.5. “I can’t remember;—but perhaps BROOKLYN.” 
Sixth Control 


ke 
C.6. “Who has the nerve to call up LILLIAN and ask if MARION has 
come ?”’ 


Seventh Control 
C.7. “ELIZABETH PALMER.” 

Q. “From what place do you come?” 

C.7. “I was a graduate of Vassar many years ago.” 
Q. “Were you married?” C.7. “No.” — 

Q. “Where did you live?” C.7. “IPSWICH, Mass.” 


eke 
Eighth Control 


C.8. ‘Who knows the first woman to climb the Mer de Glace?” 


Q. “What is your name?” C8. “ANNIE FROST.” Q. “Where do you 
come from?” C.8. “I came of GUERNSEY.” 


Q. “Do you mean Guernsey in the English Channel ?” 

C.8. “Yes. . .Guernsey Industry. . .My father was first man to import that 
cattle in this country.” 

Q. “What was your father’s name?” 

C.8. “FROST. . .I did not live there.” 

Q. “Where did you live?” C.8. “Not far from Donna and Estelle.” 

Q. “In New York?” C8. “No.” 

Q. “In Long Island?” C.8. “Yes. .. What was my name?” 

Q. “Were you married?” C.8. “Yes.” 

Q. ‘Can you not remember your married name?” C.8. “No.” 

Q. “In what part of Long Island did you live?” C.8. “MANHASSET.” 

Q. “How long did you live there?” 

C.8. ‘Twenty-five years or more.” 

Q. “Did you have any children?” 

C.8. 


“No. . .Oh, dear! What is my name? I fell from horse in riding 
academy.” 
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Q. ‘Was that the cause of your death?” 

C.8 “Eventually. . .after years of illness.” 

Q. “Were you related to Jack Frost the flier?” 

C.8. “No. . .Please tell me whom I married. . .My beautiful jewels were 
sold to Tiffany after my death.” 

Q. “Is your husband still living?” 

C.8. “No. I am buried in Manhasset cemetery. . .near a tree. A man with 
the G.A.R. uniform is beside me. It is my husband.” 

Q. “Did you mean the Quaker cemetery or the other one?” 

C.8. “The other. . .not far from the Station. . .a donkey?” 

Q. “Have you any relatives living?” 

C.8. “I know not. . .my husband never moved an article in our city home 
after I died.” 

Q. ‘What was your husband’s business?” 

C.8. “Looking after dusty law-books. . .last part of a donkey. . .the last 
part of my name is DONK.” 

Q. “Is it ONDERDONK’* C8. “Yes.” (Extraordinary movements of 


the table indicating great excitement or satisfaction.) 


ke 
Ninth Control 


C.9. “I want someone else to take the letters. . . the man to spell.” 
Q. “Is this Margaret Gault speaking?” C.9. “Yes.” 
(Note. This message was spelt out very slowly and careful notes were taken 
by the sitters and checked afterwards.) 
Tenth Control 
C.10. “Name LEY. . Son lives at PLAZA. I was cigar store keeper. . . 
FRED was a motorman. Look at him now. . .FRED. T. LEY.” 


Eleventh Control 

C.l1. “MARGARET. . .I first want to know if WIGGIN has been con- 
sulted about Elizabeth?” 

Sitter. “We don’t know. Mr. B. . . has been to Boston but has not yet re- 

ported.” 

C.11. “If FRANK will honestly verify, it will be an added stripe to my 
power.” 

Q. “Do you get stripes for power?” 

C.11. “Not literally. . .Are all good spellers at this table?” 

Sitter. “I am afraid we are slow ones.” 

C.11. “I don’t mean that. . .I mean ‘accurate.’ ” 

Sitter. ‘“Blanche (Mrs. X. . .) is the only accurate one.” 

C.ll. “No. I mean ‘Can you all spell correctly?’ ’’ Sitters “We hope so.” 
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ANNIE FROST ONDERDONK. Verification. Mrs. Warner and Mrs. 
Bigelow, as residents of Long Island, knew Manhasset and were aware that 
there were two cemeteries in this old country town. Neither they nor any 
one of the sitters had the slightest knowledge of the name given by this 
control or of the circumstances mentioned by her. The allusion that was 
made to the word ‘donkey’ stimulated the suggestion of ““Onderdonk” which 
is an old family name of Dutch settlers on the island. Mrs. Warner drove 
over to Manhasset and found in a third and now disused cemetery the grave- 
stone of Annie Frost Onderdonk. It is beneath a tree, as she said, and close 


by it is the resting-place of an officer. We give two photos of the Onder- 
donk monument obtained since the sitting.—Ed. 


K 
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PART XI 


Sitting XXX, Dec. 26th, 1931. Present Mrs. Warner: Mrs. X 
Antwerp: Mrs. Bigelow. 

The first control at this sitting was the same one—a deceased 
broker—who, on a former occasion had manifested his sustained 
interest in the movements of the stock and share market. This time he 
seemed anxious to impress the sitters of the insecurity of all New 
York surface car stock—whether trolley-cars or elevated rails, as 
he said that before long all these systems would be abolished in 
favor of omnibus traffic. The second control was a woman who 
did not give her name, but wished to make certain enquires about 
her husband. All that could be gathered, however, by way of 
identification was his Christian name. So we pass to the third con- 
trol, who is none other than the guardian of the circle, Margaret 
Gault. Two of the ladies had observed a rather disturbing in- 
fluence at the commencement of the sitting. 


Third Control (C.3.) “MARGARET herself.” 


Q. “What was the matter when we started this sitting?” 

C.3. “A spirit wanted to entrance both ladies.” 

Q. “Couldn’t you have kept him out?” 

C.3. “Too powerful. . .I want a report about Boston. . .about WIGGIN.” 


Q. (Sitter reported that Mr. B. . . had not seen Wiggin but had heard 
from mutual friend that all that had been stated at the sittings was 
quite true.) 


C.3. “How did your friend know?” Sitter. “The friend knew both parties.” 
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C.3. “I see a beautiful woman—dark—in bridal robe. She is approaching. 
Q. “Do you know who she is?” 

C.3. “Are you listening? Can you hear strains of heavenly music?” 

Q. “Will you ask this woman her name?” C.3. “CLARA.” 


Q. “Clara what?” C3. “CLARA HALL—She has her arm around 


Estelle.” 
(Mrs. Warner) “Is she any relation of mine?” =, 


C.3. “She first married FRANCIS HICKS. He died, and she married 
WILLIAM MARSH.” 
(Mrs. Warner) “Why do you come to me, Clara?” 
C.3. “TI always loved you.” 
“When did we know each other?” C.3. “Never.” 
“Where do you come from?” C.3. “Western patt of country.” 


Q 
Q 
Q. “Can you tell us the name of this place?” C.3. “BOISE CITY, 
IDAHO.” 

Q 

Q 

Q 


“Were you Mrs. Marsh when you died?” C.3. “Yes.” 
“Did you die there?” C.3. “No. . .On a boat.” 
“Are you John Marsh's mother?” C.3. “Yes.” 


* K 


Fourth Control 


C.4. “My name is RING. . .1 met husband in the bridle-path, Central 
Park.” 


Q. “Was RING your husband’s name?” C.4 “No.” 
Q. “What was his name?” C4. “It was VANDERBILT.” 


Fifth Control (This being a private communication is not printed here). 
kK OK * 


Sixth Control 

C.6. “Name IKE CHENEY*” 

Q. “Have you something to tell us?” 

C.6. “ I want to say that WYLDES can see now. He was a blind fellow- 
townsman of mine.” 

Q. “Where did you say you came from? We have forgotten.” 

C.6. “MONTAGU. . . I want to know here MAMIE is?” 

Q. “Is that your wife’s name?” C.6. “No. My daughter.” 

Q. ‘Is she living?” C.6. “I hope so.” 
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(Sitting XXX.) 


Seventh Control 


“T lived in SHELBURNE FALLS.” 


“What is your name?” C.7. “CHITTENDEN.” 

“What is your first name?” C.7. “I know not.” ; 

“Are you man or woman?” C.7. “Woman. . .I was murdered.” 
“Murdered by whom?” C.7. “I don’t know.” 

“Were you married?” C.7. “I was a school teacher.” 


Eighth Control. 


C8. 
C8. 


C.9. 


C9. 


“How is LUCRETIA?” Q. “Whom do you refer to as Lucretia?” 
“BOTSWOOD”. . .My name is NICHWITZ. I came over as an im- 
migrant.” 

“Where do you live?” C.8. “In MILLINGTON, NEW JERSEY.” 

“What is your first name?” 
“T know not. . .FREDERICK is in my family. . .I don’t know whether 
or not I am he.” 

“What was your business?” 
“I became very wealthy from Nichwitz’s plows. I had finest residence 
in Millington. . Royalties on my investment.” 

“Did you leave children?” C.8. ‘Two. . .then cne.” 

“What do you mean by that?” C8. “I married two women.” 

“Can you tell us their names?” 
“Don’t write my family, for they scoff at our glorious knowledge and 

truth. I am going to be your guide.” 

“Our guide for this circle?” C8 “Yes.” 

“Instead of Margaret?” 
“No. . .both of us. . .I will tell you much about myself and family: 
but keep away from DORETTA.” 

“Who is DORETTA?” C8. “The name is KELLY.” 

“Was Doretta Kelly your wife?” C8. “No. . .my daughter.” 
“LUCRETIA was CORNELIA’s guardian.” 

“Who is Cornelia?” C.8. “My second wife.” 


“Can you remember her last name?” C.8. “BAKER.” 


“Will it be in order for us to write to the Postmaster ?”’ 
“Ask him not to give letter to my family.” 


“How long ago did you pass over?” C.8. “Twenty or more years ago” 


“T will be a great help to 
this circle.” 


ke KOK 

Ninth Control (Margaret Gault again) 
“MARGARET. . .I could bring spirits until midnicht.” 

“Will you find out about CLARA HALL and tell us next week? 
“Yes. . .I cannot come next week.” 
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SITTING XXX. (December 26th, 1928.) 


Appendix A. A CROSS-CORRESPONDENCE 
* K 


On the same day and at about the same hour of the afternoon. viz: 4:1¢ 
p.m. that our circle was sitting for the obtaining of the record above given, 
a second circle entirely independent of the first, was engaged in a similar 
task, eliciting communications through the table. Their results were later 
reported to Mrs. Bigelow by one of three sitters and the following is the 
transcript of the note taken by the writer, Mrs. Maria Falconer. 

“Under date December 26th, the following spirits gave respective 

names: 

CORA CHITTENDEN, murdered by man named O'Neil in Shel- 

burne Falls, Mass. 

IKE CHENERY stated that he was the man who hanged O’Neil. 

He was ill some time thereafter. 

Name of CLARA Ha..... 

Time 4:10 p.m. 
Sitters. Two P. W. friends and myself. 
MariA FALCONER. 
Appendix B. A VERIFICATION 
Or NAMES UNKNOWN TO THE SITTERS AT EITHER CIRCLE 


* 


On the 4th, January, Mrs. Bigelow, having heard from Mrs. Falconer, 
wrote in the following terms to the Postmaster at Shelburne Falls, Mass.: 

“Can you tell me if some years ago there lived in Shelburne 
Falls a school teacher named CORA CHITTENDEN who was mur- 
dered by a man named O'Neil?” 

Mr. IKE CHENERY from Montague, Massachusetts was the 
hangman. Any information you can give me will be most grate- 
fully received. Please write on reverse of this letter. Thanking 
you in advance, I am. 

Very truly yours, 


HELEN T. BIGELOW. 
* * * 


The Postmaster’s reply is dated January 9th and is as given below: 
‘““My dear Madam. 

Mrs. Hattie McCloud was the former Miss Hattie Crittenden 
that was murdered, and JOHN O’NEIL was convicted and hanged 
for the crime. The High Sheriff was SAAC CHENERY of MONT- 
AGUE, MASS. 


LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS 


Miss CORA CRITTENDEN, now Mrs. W. S. BALL, is still 
living somewhere in the West. Possibly Mr. Clifton L. Field, who 
was at the time of the O'Neil trial Clerk of Court at Greenfield, 
Mass., will give you any information you desire, although I do not 
know what their custom is: but all of the data and details are a 
matter of record in Clerk of Courts’ office at the County. seat at 
Greenfield, Mass. (Hugh Adam, Esq. Clerk of Courts). 

Very truly yours, 


M. G. Woopwarp. 
9 


NOTE BY THE EDITOR ON ABOVE VERIFICATION 


The giving through the table communications of names concerned with 
a case which has been publicly recorded does not in itself provide what. 
from the strictly scientific point of view, could be claimed to constitute 
evidence of independent sources. It must be regarded as possible and per- 
haps likely that one or other of the sitters for the ‘Livre des Revenants’ may 
have seen and read newspaper reports of this murder, at the time it occurred. 

But this facile explanation is discounted by the strange coincidence of 
the two almost identical communications coming simultaneously or nearly so 
to two independent groups of sitters. This raises quite another problem, if 
we rule out all suggestion of collusion. 

In assessing the probabilities of the genuine intervention of other per- 
sonalities, certain minor considerations are not without weight. For example, 
the Sheriff is not usually the central figure of interest in a murder case. Why 
then is his name brought prominently forward in both records? It is very 
curious to have this unusual grouping and there would seem some signifiance 
to be attched to it. Again, the misspelling of CRITTENDEN in both rec- 
ords as CHITTENDEN does not suggest merely the subconscious memory 
of a past event chronicled in the news-sheets unless it be found that the 
reporters made the same mistake. And why IKE for ISAAC?—unless the 
newspapers took this familiar liberty with the name of an official person? 
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